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Commissioner for Patents 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REOUIREMENT 

Responsive to the action mailed July 25, 2006, applicant provisionally elects the 
invention of Group I, corresponding to claims 1-13. The election is made with traverse. 

In this case, the claimed method and apparatus are closely related. The preamble of 
method claims 14-15 is the same or similar to the apparatus recited in claim 1 . Furthermore, 
dependent apparatus claims 3-4 recite features regarding how the control apparatus is adapted to 
operate. Therefore, applicant submits that the search and examination of all claims can be made 
without serious burden. As explained in the manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP § 
803): 

If the search and examination of all the claims in an £q)pUcation can be made 
without serious burden, the examiner must examme them on the merits, even 
though they include claims to independent or distinct inventions. 



Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the examiner examine all claims on the merits. 
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Please q>ply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 

Citigroup Center 

52nd Floor 

153 East 53td Street 

New York, New York 1 0022-461 1 

Telephone: (212) 765-5070 

Facsimile: (212)258-2291 



Respectfully submitted. 
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